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Key to elements in “Furrow and Folio”: 

FLO lived at Tosomock Farm 1848-1855 

LEFT 

Masthead of the New York Daily Times: FLO wrote dispatches for this paper (the predecessor of The 
New York Times) about his travels in the American South, using the penname 'Yeoman.' 
 

The Henry Clay: The steamboat Olmsted sailed to Europe on in 1850. 
 

Carriage house at Tosomock: This illustration shows what the building looked like around 1850.  
It was copied from a sketch drawn by Frederick’s younger brother, John. 
 

Wheat: Wheat was among the crops FLO grew at Tosomock Farm 
 

Quince tree, Pears, Peaches: Trees Olmsted grew in the orchards at Tosomock Farm. He grew more 

than 5,000 pear trees there. He sold the produce in NYC markets and also sold trees as part of his 

nursery business. 
 

Spyglass: FLO often used a spyglass to view ships in Raritan Bay, which Tosomock Farm overlooked. 
 

Cover of Walks and Talks of an American Farmer in England: FLO embarked on a walking tour of 

Europe and the UK, including Birkenhead Park, in 1850. He would return to Tosomock to collect his 

journal entries and the letters he had written home as Walks and Talks of an American Farmer in 

England, which was published in 1852. 
 

Schooner: FLO shipped produce from his farm to New York City 
 

Olmsted’s house at Tosomock Farm: Olmsted’s father purchased this house and its surrounding 130-

acre property on the south shore of Staten Island for him in 1848 for $13,000. While he lived there, FLO 

Jr made many improvements to the aesthetics and drainage of the property and experimented with 

scientific farming and landscape design.  

      It is believed that the farm was the site where he and Calvert Vaux completed their plan that won the 

competition for Central Park and worked on plans for Prospect, Morningside, and Riverside Parks 

(source: https://www.tclf.org/olmsteds-tosomock-farm-staten-island-ny) 
 

Osage oranges, Gingko leaves: Osage orange and Gingko trees are among the ornamental trees 

Olmsted planted at Tosomock. Other ornamental trees he planted there were Cedar of Lebanon trees, 

Black walnut trees, and Horse chestnut trees.  
 

Neptune: Olmsted’s black Newfoundland dog 
 

Mary Perkins Olmsted: FLO’s wife, to whom he attributed much of his success. They met upon his 

arrival in Staten Island in 1848 and married in 1859. 

 

  



RIGHT 

Cedar of Lebanon cones: Cedar of Lebanon trees are among the ornamental trees Olmsted planted at 

Tosomock. One of these trees that FLO planted remains on the property. 

 

Letters FLO wrote: FLO was hired by the New York Daily Times to travel to the American South in 

1850 and to report on slavery. The dispatches he wrote during these travels appeared in three books 

and were later condensed into the book The Cotton Kingdom. 
 

Sketch of pear in Horticulturalist: An article that Olmsted wrote about pear trees while he was living 

on Staten Island for the Horticulturalist magazine in January 1852 included his illustration. Olmsted grew 

more than 5,000 pear trees at Tosomock. 
 

Winding path: Olmsted introduced curving paths to the Tosomock Farm property to better conform with 

the property’s topography, creating a gentler approach to the farmhouse. Winding paths would become 

a prominent feature in the landscapes he would later design. 
 

Map of the Cotton Kingdom: FLO helped create this map of the American South for inclusion in his 

book The Cotton Kingdom, which detailed his observations of cotton production and the institution of 

slavery. 
 

Cotton plant: Representing FLO’s travels to the South and the letters he wrote about his travels there. 
 

Olmsted’s signature 

 

Elm tree: Olmsted planted elm trees at Tosomock. They were among his favorite trees, and he 

incorporated them in many of his designs, including Central Park’s mall.  
 

Feather pen & quill: Representative of the writing Olmsted did at Tosomock, including for Walks and 

Talks of an American Farmer in England and The Cotton Kingdom. 
 

Books: Olmsted was a prolific reader and writer. 
 

Corn: Corn was among the crops FLO grew at Tosomock Farm 
 

Sloop: In March 1848, Olmsted sailed aboard the sloop Juliet from his farm in Connecticut to the shore 

of Staten Island near Tosomock Farm. The 3-day journey was difficult, with the Juliet becoming stuck in 

ice and enduring snow storms. 
 

Raritan Bay: The Raritan Bay is located at the southern portion of Lower New York Bay between the  of 

New York and New Jersey. Tosomock Farm property, situated high on a slope, had a commanding view 

of Raritan Bay. Olmsted described the view as “wondrous beautiful.” 

 

FLO returning to Tosomock on horseback: Olmsted traveled by horse during his trips in the 

American South and locally on Staten Island to visit his friends, neighbors, professional associates, and 

clients. His friends often visited him at Tosomock, often arriving on horseback. 
  



 

 

 

  



 



 

 

 

 


